
positive and works 
together will bring joy to 
their lives. 
 

We will be reaching out 
to you this year to work 
with other parents in 
planning, realizing and 
participating in events 
designed to expand 
your network of friends.  
 
Say “hello” in the car 
park! 
 
Matthew Faulkner, 
CSPA 
ma�hew.john.faulkner@g

mail.com 

 

Community. The goal 
of the CSPA is to 
strengthen the 
community of parents 
and extended family of 
the children attending 
Cottonwood School. 
Our community is 
strengthened by 
getting to know each 
other and setting a 
clear example to our 
children of how adults 
work together in a 
supportive and caring 
environment. 
 

The stakes are high. 
Our Society has never 
been more connected 

and, at the same time, 
individuals are more at 
risk of isolation. 
 

The top 3 findings 
from studies looking 
into what makes 
people happy are: 
 

• Family & 
Relationships 

• Meaningful Work 

• Positive Thinking 
 

At this formative age, 
our children need to 
see that “real” social 
connections in a 
community that is 

The basic structure of the CSPA 

is as follows: 

General Members – all parents 

and guardians of currently 

enrolled students are automatic 

members of the parent 

association. Each family is 

charged a $20 per year CSPA 

membership fee which is charged 

to their account each September. 

This money supports the 

activities of the CSPA. All 

parents are encouraged to attend 

General Membership meetings 

held twice per year – in the Fall 

(Sept 10) and Spring (April 26). 

The Executive Committee 

consists of elected officers 

(President, President-Elect, Past-

President, Treasurer, Secretary) 

and the Faculty Representative 

appointed by the school 

Director. The Council consists of 

the Executive Committee, 

appointed Committee Heads  

and Chairpersons who volunteer 

to work on specific events for 

the community.  The Executive 

Committee and Council meets 

monthly to discuss association 

matters such as Projects, 

Fundraising, Budget, School 

needs, etc. and to provide 

updates and allocate resources 

for activities, events, 

improvements, or programs that 

are planned for the year.  

They make up the structure of 

the group so that all parents have 

an organized vehicle to 

participate in the school 

community at any level. 

 

From Your CSPA President... 

Basic Structure of the CSPA 

CSPA News 
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UPCOMING  

EVENTS :  

• Oct 2-

BURRITOS! 

• Oct 6-

PARENT 

WORK 

NIGHT 

• Oct 16-

COFFEE IN 

THE LANE 

• Oct 16-

FAMILY 

PHOTO 

BOOTH AT 

FALL FESTI-

VAL 

• Oct 21-

SPIRIT 

NIGHT AT 

CORRALES 

BISTRO 

• Nov 6–     

BURRITOS! 

• Nov 20–  

COFFEE IN 

THE LANE 
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Spirit Night = Family Dinner! 

Photo Booth at Fall Fest  

Parent Work Night is October 6th! 
The CSPA will be holding a 

Parent Work Night on Tuesday, 

October 7th to engage parent 

volunteers to help with work 

needed by Cottonwood 

teachers and staff. The purpose 

of the work night is twofold:  1) 

to help our much-appreciated 

and talented staff with work 

they need completed; and 2) to 

provide an opportunity for 

parents who want to help, but 

are only able to commit to a few 

hours at a time.  

Following is just a sample listing 

of the types of jobs you might 

help with: 

• sand and paint tables 

• laminate & cut out 

materials 

• make copies; cut papers 

• refresh classroom 

materials such as charts 

with colors that are 

starting to fade 

• enhance playgrounds 

• weed garden 

• shelve or catalogue books 

• anything else you can 

think of! 

The jobs could be something that 

can be completed during the 

work night or they can be 

something that can be taken 

home to complete and returned 

within a specified time frame. 

While we will do our very best, 

based on available resources, to 

complete all requests, any 

requests that we cannot 

complete will be returned 

promptly to the teachers for 

other volunteers. 

Dikla Baranes 

Faculty Support Coordinator 

A professional photographer 

will be on hand to shoot a fall 

portrait of your family on hay 

bales.  

The cost of the shoot will be 

$15 per family.  

Photos will be emailed to you 

for selection and printing 

shortly after the event and in 

Your CSPA will once 

again sponsor a 

PHOTO BOOTH at 

the Fall Festival on 

October 16th as a 

service to our 

community and to 

raise money for 

CSPA annual 

expenses.  

time for Thanksgiving and 

holiday cards. 

If you would like to help set 

up, decorate, or staff the 

photo booth during the Fall 

Fes�val, please email 

Ma�hew Faulkner at 

ma�hew.john.faulkner

@gmail.com 

Corrales Road, just a few miles 

down from the school on the 

left, next to Hanselman’s 

Pottery. 

The Bistro is a popular 

watering hole owned by 

former Cottonwood parent, 

Fritz Allen. We are happy to 

support Fritz as a locally 

owned business and he very 

generously supports us right 

back by offering a percentage 

of the till on our special night. 

The Bistro is a family friendly 

establishment which serves a 

variety of delicious foods and 

beverages sure to please 

everyone. You can view their 

menu here: 

http://cbbistro.com/ 

 

So save the date, and we’ll see 

you at the Bistro on the 21th! 

The monthly spirit nights are a 

great way for families to get 

together after school hours for 

a relaxing social time with 

family and friends, take the 

night off from cooking, and 

earn the CSPA extra cash! It’s 

a WIN-WIN!  

Join us, if you can, for the 

October Spirit Night on 

Wednesday, October 21st at 

the Corrales Bistro on 

C S P A  N E W S  



Night of Knights Recap by Michelle Fonseca & Tricia Phaneuf 
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We would like to thank all of 

you that brought your families 

and your gear to the orchard 

for the Jr. El. Campout or Night 

of Knights. A fun and safe time 

was had by over 30 

families. We started by 

finding just the right spots for 

our tents for the evening. Tent 

set up went beautifully. It was a 

pleasure to see the novice 

campers trying their best with 

poles and rain flies while the 

veterans helped in every way 

possible. We took a leisurely 

walk to the Boy Scout bridge 

and were back before dinner. 

Along the way we saw animal, 

human, and vehicle tracks. It 

was interesting to hear the 

children teach some of the 

adults what animals had been 

tracked during our walk. Dinner 

was grilled by a few parent 

volunteers while we enjoyed 

the sunset on our stroll back to 

camp.  After dinner we chatted 

with old friends and made 

connections with new ones as 

the campfire roared to keep us 

warm.  Marshmallows were 

roasted just right for s'mores as 

children played tag or hide -and

- go-seek . The evening stars 

came out as the campers all 

settled into their tents and 

sleeping bags. If you spent the 

night with us you might have 

heard the evening 

animal activity in the Corrales 

Bosque This is not for the faint 

of heart. We had reports of 

donkeys braying , coyotes 

howling, and of course, 

dogs barking. Roosters and 

geese were noted as well. 

In the morning we woke to 

the smells of fresh coffee, 

muffins and fresh fruit. 

After a bite of muffin or 

bagel to fuel us for the 

morning, tents were 

packed and the grounds 

were cleaned.  

We would like to thank 

the Davidson family for 

bringing an extra grill to add to 

Mr. Shanual' s. We got things 

done with ease and in a timely 

manner to feed about 100 folks 

in all. 

Many thanks to so many more 

of you who came, helped and 

hopefully enjoyed your time 

with us. A special thanks to our 

Chair, Patricia 

Phaneuf, the CSPA members 

who created, paid for and 

supported the event, and all 

the volunteers who made sure 

this was a successful venture 

for our community.  

siblings, it allowed more people to 

attend creating less stress on 

parents to try and find babysitters 

for the other kiddos. And to that 

point I would bet that with those 

folks who came to just hang out 

and not sleep over, there was 

probably around 100 people in 

attendance! It seemed to me like 

everyone was happy. I know the 

kids were and I only heard positive 

feedback from other parents. 

I think the Junior Elementary 

campout was great! What I loved 

was that it was very low key, with 

no scheduled activities. If you didn't 

want to walk, you didn't have to. 

Everyone went to bed when they 

felt like it and just got a chance to 

hang out and have fun together. 

The kids loved the s’mores and just 

being able to run around. I also 

loved that there was no limitation 

on who could attend. By inviting 

I want to thank Tricia Phaneuf and 

Michelle Fonseca for stepping up 

and being in charge of this! Putting 

my parent hat on, my kiddos 

thoroughly enjoyed it and it 

couldn't have happened if they 

didn't take on the added work to 

get it done. So even if no one else 

says it...I want to say thank you 

for doing it, Tricia and 

Michelle!! 

Parent to Parent… by Amanda Herman 

 



10 REASONS TO  

GET INVOLVED! 

Your child benefits. 

More than 300 independent research studies show that when parents get connected to the school, children 
do better. 
 

We make a difference. 

Our mission is to create the kind of school community where teachers and administrators can do their best 
work – and so can our children.  We provide resources they need and help to build the kind of supportive, 
caring atmosphere that makes school fun. 
 

We pledge to honor your time constraints. 

People are often reluctant to participate because they’re afraid they’ll get pulled into a black hole of never-
ending time commitment.  Here, an hour or two a semester really makes a difference.  And we won’t push 
you to commit more than you want to or are able to. 
 

We have fun. 

Volunteer work shouldn’t be drudgery.  We accomplish a lot, and not everything we do is easy.  But we know 
we’re not balancing the national debt, either.  We don’t take ourselves too seriously, and we try to enjoy our-
selves along the way. 
 

Meet nice people who share your concerns. 

We all have a common bond.  We care about creating the best possible educational experience for our chil-

dren.  We are neighbors and peers who share many of the same experiences.  And many friendships have 

developed as a result of those connections. 

There’s a lot to be done. 

These days, schools are asked to do more with less.  Our help is needed more than ever to fill the gaps. 
 

We can match jobs to your interests and abilities. 

The work we do covers a broad spectrum: administrative, planning and executing events, writing and editing, 
managing a budget and cash flow, and lots more.  We encourage creative ideas, and we’re thrilled to have 
people take on tasks that meet their skills and interests. 
 

We’re welcoming. 

To us, there are no “outsiders.”  We are people who have come together to work toward common goals.  We 
couldn’t be happier to have you join us in working toward these goals. 
 

We’re about parent involvement, not fundraising. 

In these times of tight budgets, parent groups everywhere are having to fill in the gaps, and so are we.  But 
our number one goal is to get more parents connected to the school and to help foster a strong community. 
 

This work is very rewarding. 
It’s seeing the smile that shows we’re making school a little more fun.  It’s seeing children learn and knowing 

we played a role.  There are lots of rewards, both big and small, for those who get involved.  Won’t you join 

us? 



Jesusita Torres donated 

and strung 24 chile 

ristras with Ms. 

Michelle’s class! 

• Cottonwood parents 

Gene Baca, Christine 

Baca, Dikla Baranes, 

Sarah Crichlow, Abigail 

Eaves, Kristen Hatch, 

Tammy Jones, Sandy 

Tijerina, 

and 

Jennifer 

and Justin 

White 

work 

together 

to that 

• Cottonwood parents 

Tricia Phaneuf and 

Michelle Fonseca ran 

the Junior elementary 

Campout! 

• Former Cottonwood 

parent, Gina Bobrowski,  

made 84 ceramic bowls 

with our first through 

fifth graders! 

• Cottonwood parent, 

Melissa Busse, collected 

art work and submitted 

it in the State Fair Art 

Show for Cottonwood! 

• Cottonwood parent and 

grandparent, Susan and 

we have fresh, hot, 

homemade breakfast 

burritos to eat in the 

lane on the first Friday 

of each month, ensuring 

that the annual fund has 

grown by an extra 

$5000 at the end of the 

school year. 

CSPA Executive Council 

President 

Matthew Faulkner 

Past President 

Jodi Harrington 

President Elect 

Sandy Tijerina 

Secretary 

Lindsay Walker 

Treasurer 

Vince Torres 

 

CSPA MISSION 

The mission of the CSPA is to enhance 

students’ learning environment through 

increased parental involvement by: 

•planning, carrying out, or assisting with a variety of 

school and CSPA functions and fundraisers that 

benefit the entire community; 

•fostering a strong all-inclusive community among the 

parents, students, faculty and staff; 

•advocating for the schools mission statement; and 

•providing an opportunity for the parents of 

Cottonwood students to exchange opinions and 

information concerning matters of interest common 

to all parents. 

PARENTS MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 


